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the softest heart. If you write what 
you are ashamed to have printed, you 
are partial; if you write what would 
offend virtue, you have not the Spirit 
of the Lord; and if you write what 
would wound the weak-hearted, you 
are not feeding: the Lord's lambs, and 
thus you may know that you are not 
doing to others what you would expect 
others to do toyou. The only rule 
we would give to regulate writing let- 
ters is this— Write what you are wil- 
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to God, that not only the disciples of 
Christ, but the whole world, were 
willing to follow this rule. Then the 
commandments would be kept, and 
no one would write a word against the 
Lord his God. No one would write a 
word against his father or mother. No 
one would write a word against His 
neighbor. Noone would write a word 
against the creatures of Ged. No one 
would need write a word against any- 
thing but sin; and then the world 


ling should be published in this world 
— in the world to come. And would 


would be worth —— in, for there 
would be none to offend. 


_ CHAPTERS FROM THE HISTORY OF THE CHURCH. 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 135. 


Lou may recollect a revelation which 
had been given at Far West on July 
8, 1838, concerning the Twelve Apos- 

tles. Among other things in that re- 
velation the Lord had directed that 
they should the next spring cross the 
great waters to promulgate his Gospel 
and bear record of his name; they 
were also directed to take leave of his 
Saints .on the building spot of his 
house, in the city of Far West, on the 
26th of the following April. Long 
before this day arrived, the Church 
was driven out of Missouri, and it was 
as much as an Apostle's life was worth 
to be seen in Far West. What was to 
be done about this revelation? The 

„Lord had given his command to the 

4 vp how was it to be ful- 

. filled ? ny of the leading men con- 

gidered that in the persecuted and 
' geattered condition the Saints were 
then in, the Lord would not require 
the Twelve to fulfill his words to the 
letter, and that, under the circum- 
standes, he would take the will for the 
deed. The apostates and mobbers re 
Joioed at what they thought would be 
he failure of one of the revelations 
given through the Prophet Joseph ; 
they thought that surely in this in- 
stance at least his words would be 
vain. But this was not the feeling of 

. t Young and those of the 
Twelve 4 who were with him. 

He asked them individually what 

Their feelings were upon the subject. 

Their desires were, they said, to fulfill 


the revelation. He told them the 
Lord God had spoken, and it was their 
duty to obey and leave the event in 
his 1 and he would protect them. 
In company with Orson Pratt, John 
Taylor, Wilford Woodruff, George A. 
Smith and Alpheus Cutler, he, there- 
fore, left Quincy for Far West to fulfill 
the revelation. He met John E. Page, 
who was an Apostle at that time, on 
the road, and told him he wanted him 
to go to Far West with them. He did 
so. Just before reaching Far West 
they met the three brethren who had 
been left at Far West as a committee 
to attend to the removal of the — 
Saints. They had been driven from 
Far West. They informed President 
Young and his fellow-Apostles that 
the mob had come into Far West and 
tantalized them on the subject of the 
above revelation, saying that it was 
one of Joseph Smith’s revelations 
which could not be fulfilled, as the 
Tyelve Apostles were scattered to the 
four winds, and threatened them 
severely if they were found in Far 
West next day. 
They, however, turned round and 
panied President Young and his 


accom 
brethren to the house of father Timo- 


thy B. Clark, near Far West. Early 
on the morning of the 26th of April— 
the da — the revelation— 
a erence was thirty-one per- 
sons were cut off from the Oh — 
and the Apostles and Saints proceed 


to the building spot of the Lord’s 
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House, where Elder Cutler, the master 


_ ~workman of the house, then re-com- 


menced laying the foundation, agree- 


ably to revelation, by rolling up a 


e stone near the south-east corner. 
The following of the Twelve were pre- 
tent—Brigham Young, Heber C. Kim- 
dall, Orson Pratt, John E. Page and 
John Taylor, who proceeded to ordain 
Wilford Woodruff and George A. 
Smith to the office of the Twelve, to 
fill the places of those who had fallen. 
Darwin Chase and Norman Shearer, 
‘(who had just been liberated from 
Richmond prison, and arrived the eve- 
ning previous,) were then ordained to 
the office of the Seventies. The Twelve 
then offered up a vocal prayer in the 
‘following order—Brigham Young, He- 
ber C. Kiniball, Orson Pratt, John E. 
| * 2 John Taylor, Wilford Woodruff, 
and George A. Smith; after which 
they sang Adam-ondi-Ahman, and 
then they took their leave of the 
Following Saints, agreeably to the re- 
velation, viz.—Alpheus Cutler, Elias 
Smith, Norman Shearer, William Bur- 
ton, Stephen Markham; Shadrach 
Roundy, William O. Clark, John W. 
Clark, Hezekiah Peck, Darwin Chase, 
Richard Howard, Mary Ann Peck, 
Artimesia Grainger, Martha Peck, 
Sarah Grainger, Theodore Turley, Hy- 
rum Clark and Daniel Shearer. 
As the Saints were passing away 
‘from the meeting, Theodore Turley 
said to Elders nd Woodruff, 
„Stop a bit, while I bid Isaac Russell 
good- bye; and knocking at his door, 
Called brother Russell. His wife an- 
zwered, Come in—it is brother Tur- 
Russell replied, ‘‘ it is not; he left 
here two weeks ago,” and appeared 
= alarmed ; but on finding it was 
urley, asked him to sit down; but 
he replied, ‘‘I cannot; Ishalllose my 
company. 
% Who is your company?” inquired 
Russell. 
% The Twelve.“ 
“The Twelve!“ 
“Nes; don’t you know that this is 
the twenty-sixth, and the day the 
‘Twelve were to take leave of their 
‘friends on the foundation of the Lord's 
House, to go to the islands of the sea! 
The revelation is now fulfilled, and 
I am going with them.” Russell was 


Christ of Latter-day Saints, ü 
Churches scattered abroad, and to all 
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88 and Turley bid him fare- 
well. 

‘Thus was that revelation fulfilled, 
concerning which the enemies said, if 
all the revelations of Joseph Smith 
were fulfilled that one should not be, 
as it had day and date to it. 

While the Apostles were on their 
way up to Far West to fulfill the reve- 
lation, the Prophet. Joseph and his 
brother Hyrum had escaped from 
prison, and were on their way to join 
their families and the Saints at Quincy. 
On the 2nd of May the Apostles got 
back to Quincy, and the next day they 
rode out to brother Cleveland’s, where 
brothers Joseph and Hyrum were sto 
ping to see them. In speaking of this 
meeting brother Brigham has described 
it as one of the most joyful scenes of 
his life, to once more shake hands with 
the Prophets and behold them free 
from the hands of their enemies. 
Joseph conversed with them like a 
man who had just escgped from a thou- 
sand oppressions and was now free in 
the midst of his children. „ 

The two following days a Conference 
of the Church was held in Quincy, at 
which the Prophet Joseph presided. 
Among other resolutions, the follow- 
ing was passed 

„Resolved, that this Conference is 
entirely satisfied with, and does give 
its sanction to, the proceedings of the 


Conference of the Twelve and their 


friends, held on the Temple spot at 
Far West, Mo., on Friday, the 26th 
day of April last.” hie 
From Quincy President Young, 4s 
well as the main body of the Church, 
moved up the Mississippi river to 
Commerce, a small town which had 
been laid out, but at which very few 
pone lived. The Prophet had suc- 
ceeded in purchasing the site, and he 
there laid out the city of Nauvoo. 
Brother Brigham and several of the 
Twelve Apostles. found some old bar- 
racks at Montrose, a little town on 
the opposite side of the river from 
Nauvoo, into which they moved their 
families. It having been concluded to 
issue a periodical called the Times and 
Seasons at Nauvoo, President Young © 
with the Twelve prepared an epistle 
“To the Elders of the Church of Jesus 
to the 
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the Saints, to be published in the 


was @ very valu- 


able and instructive doonment, and | hi 


_ latory effect u 


must have had a cheering and conso- 
n those rol whom it 


was addressed. Among other pre- 


gious instructions they said—. 


‘‘ Bring no railing accusation 
your brethren, 
that you do not against the authorities 


singe Elders of the Church, for the princi- 


paid, ‘ The 


ple is of the devil; he is called the 
accuser of the brethren ; and Michael, 
the archangel, dared not bring a rail- 
ing accusation the devil, but 

Lord reb 
and any man who puraues this course 


of accusation and 32 will fall 


into the anare uf the devil, and apos- 
tatise, except he repent.” 
We single out item of instruc. 


| Church. 


end he he 


tion for our readers to ponder u 

and remember, because it is a sin — 
which many people fall without think - 
ing that it will lead them out of the 
It is a common praotioe 
among men, but Latter-day Saints 
. should be careful to avoid vit for 
— a indulged 1 in, it is a sure Abs of 


“FT he J oseph had taken the 


house was like an 
attended upon them 


be was taken sick himself and was 


eenfined to his bed. 


1839. He had been thus prostra 


several days when the power of God 
roeated u 


on him and he arose from his 


in the name of Jesus Christ, 


nnd be made whole, = the 
healed according to his 


then continued * travel from house 


to house and from tent to tent upon | forter 


the bank of the river, healing the sick 


as he went. When. he arrived at the 


10 upper stone-house,. he croésed the river 


and eo 


— 


the Twelve —— and, 


ied by several of 
landed at 
Montrose. . He walked into the cabin 
where’ President Young | was lying 

mmanded, the name 
Jesus, Chriat, to arise and be. made 
whole. He did arise and 
and he followed: tha 


into the 
inte. 


in a boat, aceompani 


Fordham, bees family and 
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thee, Satan; 


— house and 


» commenced in his own house | 
and door-yard, commanding 


4 @vercoat ; 
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The Prophet 


y the hand and commanded 
in ¢ the name of Jesus Christ, to ‘arise 


and be made whole. voice was 
as the voice of God. other ord- 
ham immediately leaped from his bed 
called for his clothing and fo 


the brethren into 2 street, “They 
then went to the house of J — 1 
Noble, who also lay very sick, and he 
was healed in the same manner ; and 


when, by the power of God d 
unto him, the Prophet Joseph had 
healed all the „ he re-c the 


river and returned to his home. 
This was a day never to be forgot- 
ten, for God’s power was manifested 


in a very —— manner. Sick- 
neas was very nt am the 
people, partly due to the i 


and privations they had endured in 


— oa away from their homes 
and partly due to the 

| Bickly — of the place mare 

they lived. But God had mercy u 

the people, and many were resto to 

life and health who were sick unto 

death. 

When the month of September came 
brother Brigham was to start on 
his mission to England ; but he had 
seized with sickness, and 
his h th was so poor that he was 
unable to a rods to the river 
without assistance. Not only was he 
and the other brethren in poor health, 
but they were in very poor ciroum- 
atances. The only covering he had 
for his head was a cloth cap which sis- 
ter Young made for him — of a pair 
of worn-out-pantaloons. He no 
but in lieu of that he had a 
He quilt which had been taken from, his 

— s bed, through which a com- 
was run, to fasten iton. This 

was the condition he was in when he 
started to fill his mission in a land 
five thousand miles distant, and what 
was true of him in this res t was 
true of all the rest of the postles. 
They had been robbed of their pos- 
sessions, and driven forth destitute 
from the State of Missouri, and them- 
— and their families were in ex- 


the thought of 


entered 
had been 
called to X — the great waters, 
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and they knew that He who had given 
them this mission was able to help 
them fulfill it. The Lord did open 
their way in a most wonderful manner. 
When brothers Young and Kimball 
got into the stage at a town in Indiana, 
ey knew how small an amount of 
money they had, and they did not ex- 
pect to be able to ride but a short 
istance. But after riding to the 
place where they had to pay their 
ges, they found they had suffici- 
ent money to take their journey to 
another place. When they arrived 
there they still had means to take 
them further; and so it was from town 
to town, brother Brigham found money 
in his we which neither he nor bro- 
ther Heber had ever put there. When 
they arrived at Kirtland President 
Young looked over their expenses, and 
found that they had paid over 00 
out of the $13.50 which they had at 
Pleasant Grove, the town in Indiana 
at which they first took stage. How 
was this? you may ask. The expla- 
nation is simple. The Lord had 
multiplied their money as he did the 
widow's meal and oil, of which we read 
in the Bible: Kings xvii, 10—17. 
From Kirtland brother Brigham 


[ro BB CONTINUED. | 


went to Fairport where he and the 
ic steamer to Buffalo, 
At various places in the 


other brethren too 
New York. 
States of New York, Massachusetts 
aud Connecticut, as at other places I 


the States through which they — 


they preached whenever they cou 
get an opportunity, and were the 


means of doing much good. About 


the last of January President Youn 
arrived at the city of New York, an 
from that time until the ninth of 
March, when himself, brothers H. O. 
Kimball, Parley and Orson Pratt, Geo. 


A. Smith and Reuben Hedlock took 


assage on the packet ship Patrick 
2 „ he preached in that city and 


neighborhood. On the sixth of April, 
1840, they landed at Liverpool, a 


land. So joyful did President Young 


feel upon reaching the field of labor to 
which he had been sent, that when he 
ve a loud 


landed on the shore he 
shout of hosanna. He felt and said 


that the power of Satan by which they | | 
had been so afflicted with sickness — 
and disease from the time they started, 


was broken ; and it was verily so, for 
from that day up to the time of their 
return to Nauvoo, they were free 


from the attacks of disease. 


GOOD AND BAD BOOKS. 
BY ELDER DAVID JOHN, | 
—0— 


A good book is a great boon for a 


man to bequeath to posterity. Many 
a man lives a burden to the earth, and 
when he departs hence his name is 
known no more. But a good book is 
‘banded down to posterity with the re- 


flection of its author's mind visible on | 


ever page In it the author has writ- 
ten his thoughts or discoveries, or the 
varied events of his outer or inner life. 
Man at the very outset of his histo 

commenced a record of himself. 0 

that my words were now written! Oh that 
they were printed in a book! That they 
were graven with an iron pen and lead 
in the rock forever!” This utterance 


may be fairly regarded as an evidence 


-of the irrepressible desire of humanity 
te register its history. But it is not 
mow our purpose to trace the history 


turned to our true relation not so 


much to the books themselves as to 


the truths they contain. | 

In too many instances, at the = 
sent time, the press and the pulpit 
have become corrupt, still men should 
not desert the press because of its cor- 
rupt influences, nor abandon the pul- 
pit because some teach false doctrines 


therein, but rather the good should | 


cultivate the inspiration of God, that 
they, by these agencies, may vindicate 


the truth, expose falsehood, teach the - 
love of virtue, and inculcate a hatred 


for all that will pollute and destroy. 


The communications of Heaven to 


the Patriarchs and to Prophets, 


the history of Jesus cna Phe thoughts 
of the Apostles, have-Areached us 
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through the agency of the pen. Bad 
as many books are, corrupt as in many 
cases the press has been proved to be, 
still the principle of writing, reading 
and preaching must be divine. What 
then is our duty as Elders in Israel 
and members of the Church of Christ ? 
[ answer in the language of the Scrip- 
tures, ‘* And many that believed came, 
and confessed, and showed their deeds. 
Many of them also which used curious 
arts brought their books together, and 
burned them before all men : and they 
counted the price of them, and found 
it fifty thousand pieces of silver. So 


mightily grew the word of God and | 
prevailed.” Here we have an examole | 


of what might profitably be done with 
much of the light literature and novels 
which abound so extensively in our 
day, and with them all trifling books 
which promote ribald laughter, and 
lower the dignity of our nature, should 
go, as well as those which aim to crush 
the elements of truth in man, that 
contain but alcoholic elements, which 
have a tendency to stapify the intel- 
lectual faculties. | 

Books which appeal to earthly pas- 
sions, and kindle in the bosom unholy 
thoughts, and such that lessen the 
taste for reason, morality, increased 


should be shunned, and might wisely - 
be treated as those, to which I have 
referred, were of old. No wise man 
will keep a corrupt book in his house. 
I cannot conceive that such books will 
be tolerated in the purity of the mil- 
lennium. But all good books should 
be searched, that we may lay claim to 
the truth they contain. Truth is one, 
it speaks in one voice, and, though in. 
different ways, for one end—thbat voice: 
is the voice of God, and that end the. 
welfare of mankind. The book that 
has not the Spirit of Christ is none of 
his. 

My friend, place in thy library the 
writings of the Holy Priesthood, con- 
sider them well in thy life, preserve. 
them as choice treasures, and bequeath 
them to thy posterity. The truth they 
contain is of more value than great 
riches. | 

Let us then contend for the faith 
once delivered to the Saints, knowing 
that we have received an earnest of 
the reward that awaits the faithful, 
and are living in the anticipation of 
the great day when every man’s works. 
shall be made manifest, and all shall 
be judged according to the ‘‘fonnda- 
tion that is laid,” and not according 
to the precepts of man. | 


knowledge and character, 


THE MORMON PROBLEM. 
—0 


This important question has furnish- | 


ed the press of the United States with 
matter for editorial and sensational 
articles for nearly forty years, and it 
continues as fruitful a subject as ever. 


For another time the approaching end 


of Mormonism is predicted; but the 
originality of the prediction is sadly 
impaired by the fact that it has been 
made quite as decidedly on several pre- 
vious occasions. Yet somehow the 
system has wonderful vitality, and 
still exists. What are the signs of the 
approaching end now? The principal 
is, it is seriously announced, that the 
Utah ring,“ sustained by the admini- 
stration at Washington, is determined 
to uproot Mormonism, to suppress 
polygamy, and compel the Mormons 
to believe what somebody other than 


4 


themselves think they should believe 
as a reasonable faith. Is there any 
person with an average amount of 
common sense and reflection who 
thinks for a moment that Mormonism. 
is to be so overcome and uprooted? _ 
Let us examine one or two of the 
suppositions of the press. One is, and. 
the most natural to thinking men, 
that a conviction under the indict-- 
ments found is impossible. The mis- 
take made here is, in supposing that. 
the cases are to be tried before an im- 
partial court by a jury properly se- 
lected according to law. It is a grave 
error, but a natural one to those who 
entertain the belief that justice is. 
administered in Territories as it should 
be, or as it is in States. : 
Another supposition is, that on the. 


Cay 
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conviction of one or more of the Mor- 
mon leaders, the whole people -will 
disclaim polygamy through fear of the 


terrors of the courts, That is, the 


Mormons are so mean, sv dishonorable 
and craven-hearted, that they will de- 
clare their wives mistresses and their 
children bastards, because a court in 


whose impartiality and fairness they 


have not a particle of confidence, 
should so charge a packed jury. Those 
who entertain such an idea are very 
much mistaken. 

Still another supposition is, that the 
Mormons will resist, that the govern- 


ment will send here a large number of 


troops, and that the Latter-day Saints 
will be compelled to give up their 
absurd notions!” One can scarcely 
help bowing in reverence before the 
profundity of thought that could 
evolve such an idea! A people com- 
pelled to give up their faith because 
they were overawed by troops! A re- 
ligious community in the United 
States change its belief at the dictum 
of a military commander, inspired per- 
haps by a pious and disappointed Sen- 
ate chaplain! The thing is so com- 
mon that we do not wonder it should 
be one of the first thoughts entertained 
by some well-read journalists! But, 
it is said, the South was compelled to 
give up her slaves, and now accepts 
the situation, just as the Mormons 
will be compelled to give up their un- 
palatable dogmas. But the South 
never held slavery as a portion of her 
religious faith, nor imagined eternal 
salvation was to a great extent de- 
‘pendent upon its existence. There is 
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all the difference in the world between 
belief in caste which merely governs 
social existence, and belief in princi- 
ples which are viewed as effecting hu- 
man happiness eternally. The former 
has been crushed out repeatedly in the 
world’s history; the latter never. Nor 
can it ever be, whether the Mormons 
or any other religious body hold the 
obnoxious faith, or the United States 
or any other government on earth 
attempt its forcible suppression. 


downfall of Mormonism as a result of 
the present crusade against it, we say, 


ism be true or false, the present effort 
at its suppression will give it strength, 
renewed vitality and an increase of 
numbers. The Roman Emperors and 

ople persecuted Christianity until it 
— the dominant faith of the 
world. Mohammedanism was simi- 


to conquer its opponents; and every 


religious faith, of which there is au- 


thentic record, which gained eminence 


persecuted, no matter under what 
guise that persecution was attempted. 


the everlasting hills. The growth of a 
persecuted faith is but the develop- 


of humanity, which always in the end 


Herald. 


and oppressed.—Salé Lake 


Do not train boys to learn by force and harshness, but direct them to it by 
what amuses their minds, so that you may be the better able to discover with 4 


— 


accuracy the peculiar bent of the genius of each. 


The New York Herald commenting upon Utah legislative and other rein 
says, Still the difficulty of dealing with polygamy remains as irksome an 


stupendous as before.” Of course it does. 


thing which is not one's business, may naturally be expected to be irksome 
and stupendous. N oe mysterious in that—it is one of the simplest of all 


natural laws.—De ews. 


The evil arising from jesting upon Scripture is greater than at first appears. 


It leads, in general, to irreverence for Scripture. 


When we have 


comic or vulgar tale connected with a text of Scripture, such is the power of 


association, that we rarely hear the text afterwards without thinking of the 
| He who is much engaged in this kind of 
gth to have a large portion of Holy Scripture spotted 


jeer. The effect of this is obvious. 
kalse wit, will come at len 
over by his unholy fancy. 


; 


ment of one of the diviner attributes 


To those who so. jubilantly hail the | 


speaking in the light of history, reason 
and human nature, that let Mormon- 


larly treated until it gained strength . 


— * 


in the world's history, grew stronger 
‘and more powerful the more it was 


The position here laid down is as old 
us human nature and as immovable as 


turns full of sympathy to the weak | 


The ditticulty of dealing with any- — 
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“TUESDAY, MARCH 5, 1872. 


OBEDIENCE AND FREE AGENCY. 

We have heard some men talk about obedience to the laws of life and salva- 
tion as revealed by God and taught by his servants in these latter days, as 

though it seemed to them an impossible. thing. for a man to be as much a free 
agent in keeping the commands of God as in disobeying them. When a man 
yields implicit obedience to the requirements of heaven in all things, some 
pretend to think that he must necessarily lose his free agency and at once 
become a puppet for others to manipulate. The advocates of such an idea 
apparently entertain a very low estimate of human nature, for they would 


have us believe that to love sin and delight in its practice is the natural condi- 


tion of the human family, nor do they appear to be willing to admit that a man 
may voluntarily, freely and without constraint love God and keep his com- 
mandments. But we contend that the idea that the sinner only is the free 
agent, is one that will not bear a moment's scrutiny in the light of truth; and 
further, that there are no fetters so galling as those that bind the sinner, no 
thraldom so terrible as that which unbridled passions impose, no taskmaster 
so exacting as the adversary of the souls of men. And again we would ask, is 
the drunkard as free a man as he who is temperate? Is the debauchee any 
more a free agent than he who avoids the haunts of vice? If not, on what 
grounds can we assume that the obedient man uses his agency any less freely 
than he who chooses to disobey ? Because a man chooses to serve God and 
_ obey his laws, is he any less free in doing so than his unwise fellow who pre- 
fers to live without God in the world? Cannot a man as freely serve God as 
he can the devil, and tread the path to heaven as voluntarily as he can descend | 
the road to hell? We think so, why not! 

The fact is that some who take no pleasure in righteousness, — confound * 
when they talk about entire and unreserved obedience to God and his repre- 
sentatives destroying man’s free agency, they really mean that he who keeps 

God's laws has no license to sin, but it is that license and not the power, per- 
mission and opportunity to choose between right and wrong that is withdrawn. 
A man is just as much a free agent in avoiding sin. as in committing it, in 
doing good as in working evil. 

Some also contend that obedience is derogatory to the, nobility of our man- 
hood, that the fact of our bending our wills to the will of another is bartering : 
— our birthright. We fail to ee it in any such light. If the being we 

ed were the inferior: of man in wisdom, intelligence and power, there 

t de something unworthy of our manhood in stooping to his behests, or 
wite his laws unadapted to our eternal natures, unworthy of our divine origin, 
erude, incomplete, immoral or degrading, we might rebel, ‘though we fear the 
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majority of mankind would not do so, for the behests of Satan are of this sory. 
description, and so great a number obey them uncomplainingly. For ourselves 
we.can see nothing unworthy of our manhood in tendering the gratitude of our 
hearts to the Giver of all good for his unnumbered blessings, in praising his 
name therefcr, nor in proving our gratitude by joyous obedience to his will. 
“J oyous obedience,” because in our souls we long to manifest our faith and 
prove our gratitude to him for each and every gift our hearts rejoice in, and 
because the expression of his will gives us that opportunity; because we desire 
to show our faith by our works, and because we can best testify of our love for 
him by keeping his commandments. And for this cause we contend before all 
men that we feel as free in serving the Lord, ah, far freer, than the most 
hardened man ever felt in living a life of ain; and we know that a true servant 
of the Lord is a freer man in the Sanctuary observing the laws of his Creator, 
_ than the man of the world in the whirl of unrestrained pleasure, the atheist 
amidst his vain philosophy, or the sot among his boon companions. A man to 
be free indeed, must be free from the thraldom of sin, a triumphant victor — 
over his own passions, and a partaker of that freedom which the Gen of 
Heaven alone endows. 
Here an objecter may interpose, and declare that he has not one word 0 
gay against a man being obedient to God, but it is this obedience to other men 
to which he is opposed ; and were we to listen to him, we should probably hear 
him mutter something about oppression, slaves, deceivers, deceived, blind 
- obedience, &c., and witness him make up in violent denunciations what he 
was lacking in reason and argument. To other men, as men, we believe in 
giving honor and obedience as our respect for them impels or the requirements 
of earthly laws demand. But to men clothed with the Holy Priesthood we 
give reverence because they are the representatives of our Father in heaven, 
and as we love to reverence him, we hearken to his words through his mouth- 
pieces, and esteem it a privilege to honor those whom God delights to honor; 
and more happy still are we in our Obedience when realizing that the power of | 
God in such is blended with holiness of life, when our affection and our reason 
combine to make this duty our delight. » Nor are we ashamed to own that 
ve consider ourselves greatly blessed in the privilege of hearing their instruc- 
tions and of following their examples in alt that makes man noble in time and 
Godlike in eternity. 
This portion of the subject then hinges oa the question, are they to whom 
we yield obedience of a truth the mouthpieces of God? For if we do know | 
that they are so, then in honoring them we honor God, in obeying their worde 
we obey him, or, on the other hand, in despising them we despise him, in 
rejecting them we reject him to our own condemnation. Have we not on 
record the words of Jesus to his Apostles, when he said unto them, He that 
wre you receiveth me, and he that rebeiveth me receiveth him that sent 
e.” And again, ‘‘ Verily, verily I say unto you, he that receiveth whom: 
| me ‘I send receiveth me; and he that receiveth me receiveth him that sent 
We have also the declaration of the Apostle Paul. For God ‘hath not 
4100 us unto uncleanness, but unto ‘holiness. He therefore that despiseth 
despiseth not man but God, who hath given unto us his Holy Spirit. 1 And in 
this connection we would observe that the fact that others do not know that | 
they to whom we yield obedience are the servants of the Most High, does not 
affect us. Ik we have received this ‘from’ of which in al 
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boldness and ansbelty we bear testimony, then other men's ignorance is - 
nothing to us, nor shall we be answerable therefor if we shrink not from our 


duty. Inasmuch as we have heard the voice of the Lord, the testimony of a. 


million that they did not hear it is no proof to us that he did not speak, and 


when God has himself borne record to us by his Spirit that these men are his. 


servants, the question so far as we are concerned, fs above and beyond the reach 
of human controversy. This being so, it matters not to our free agency whether 


we obey the words of the Lord, as they come direct from the mouth of a living 
Apostle, or we gather them from the records of his teachings handed down to 
us after he has laid aside this mortality. He who believes in a living Priest- 
hood endowed with the power of God, # no less a free agent than he who taken 
the Bible alone has his rule of faith and practice, while the former has the im- 


measurable advantage of receiving the word of the Lord direct as his own indi- 


vidual circumstances may require. 


G. R. 


Reronrs. —A half-yearly Statistical up to the 30th of 


every June and the 31st of every December should be made out by the Presi- 
dent of every Conference as soon as possible after the dates mentioned, and 


forwarded to this office. We are sorry to say that though it is now March, 
1872, we are still without several reports for the half-year, ending December 
31, 1871. We hope the Presidents of the Conferences from whom we have not. 


yet received reports will give this matter their immediate attention and forward. 


them to us without further delay. 
We fear that in some Conferences this matter has not casein that attention. 


at the hands of the Elders in the ministry which its importance deserves. In 


order to be able to forward to this office correct Conference Statistical Reports, 
every President should see that the branch records in his Conference are pro-- 


perly kept, that the names of all persons baptized, received, removed, emigra-- 
ted, dead and excommunicated are carefully and correctly recorded therein, in 
a plain and intelligent manner. A record of all ordinations to the Holy Priest- 


hood, the blessing of children and marriages should also be kept iu each Branch. 
We must urge upon the Presidents of Conferences and Branches the necessity’ 


of seeing that this department of Church business is properly performed, and 


where Branches do not possess suitable books, 10 them n red ee 
properly opened and then kept up. 


ASHTON-UNDER-LYNE.—We very pleasurably 24th and Sun- 


day 25th insts, with Elder Geo. P. Ward, President of the Manchester Con- 
ference, and Elders Morton and Gee and the Saints of the Ashton Branch. 
On the Saturday evening a tea-meeting was held, which a gentleman connected 
with the Ashton Reporter, who was present, declares was first class,” with 
which opinion we entirely agree, The evening was afterwards very agreeably 


spent in listening to songs and recitations, interspersed with short addresses. 


by the brethren, performances on the harmonium, a short lecture on Com- 


bustion, with experiments, and other rational amusements. On the Sabbath 


two excellent meetings were held, at which many strangers: were present, the- 
meetings having been advertized by Elder C. Morton, the President of the 
Branch. The congregations were addressed * Elders . Wen, Gee 
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and ourself, and we left Ashton believing that, under the blessing of God, 


good would result from these meetings to many a soul who now sits in De ene 
G. R. 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 

New York Conrerence.— The following extracts are taken from a letter 
received by us from Elder Geo. Bunn, dated Williamsburg, Feb. 16—‘ At 
present we are having excellent meetings in this city, at which a good spirit 
prevails. Elder R. McKendrick, of Tooele City, Utah, has been laboring — 
amongst us the greater portion of this winter, and his labors have resulted in 
good. ‘He has advocated co-operation, which has brought about the formation 
of a society amongst the Saints in Williamsburg. Our new Branch at Patter- 
son, New Jersey, is prospering. Elders McKendrick, Bittner, Benedict and 
Hulse ‘preached there last Sabbath. They had splendid meetings, and some 
offered themselves for baptism into the Church.” 

Norrmvenam Conrerence.—From Elder John B. Fairbanks we are pleased 
to learn of the continued prosperity of the work in the Nottingham Conference, 
He says: We shall hold our Conference on the first Sunday in April; please 
give notice to that effect in the Srar, inviting thereto all the Missionaries from 
Zion. The Saints here are feeling well, and are striving to live their religion. 
When I had the last news from home all was well there, the prospects in Zion 
are good and all will be right with those who love and serve God.“ 

SHEFFIELD CONFERENCE.—Elder Ralph Harrison, writing on the 2nd inst., 
requests us to make known that a Conference will be held at the Hall of 
Science, Rockingham Street, Sheffield, on Easter Sunday, 31st inst, the meetings- 
to commence at 10.30 a. m., and 2 and 6.30 p.m. The Elders from Zion who 
can make it convenient are invited to attend. Elder Harrison adds :—‘‘ I hope- 
by the time our Conference takes place to have the head stone erected at the 
grave of our deceased brother Elder Caleb W. Haws, so that any of our 
brethren who visit as may have an opportunity of seeing it.” , 

SwiTzERLAND.— Elder John Huber, 3 in a letter of the 24th ult. from Berne, 
informs us of the continued labors in the ministry of himself and brethren and 
their efforts to spread the truth. He continnes:—‘‘ We have just published a 
pamphlet containing the first principles of the Gospel. We have ordered an 
edition of 5,000 copies. It will be three times the size of the Stern, and be 
printed in the same form. This will greatly help the Elders in the spread of 
the truth, and often go where we cannot be present personally. Elders Wilcken 
and Park are in Zurich. Elder Bellerive isin Franco and he expresses great 
hepe of baptizing a few persons in that country. At Zurich Elder Wilcken has 
a little difficulty with the city authorities about holding meetings, as they 
appear: to be getting somewhat troubled about the spread = . Mormonism. * 


To find fault, some one may say, is easy and in every man's power; but to 
point out the proper course to be pursued in the present circumstances, that is. 
the proof of a wise counselor. 

A cheerful man is happy, even if he possesses little ; a fretful man is un 2 a 
in the midst of affluence. One great difference between a wise man and 1 
is, the former only wishes for what he * possibly obtain; the latter desires. 
im possibilities. 
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~CORRESPONDENCE. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 
Liverpool, March 4, 1872. 

Elder Geo. Reynolds. 

Dear Brother—My knowledge of the 
interest taken by yourself and our 
many friends in the prospeesty and 
welfare of the work of the Lord, in- 
duces me to pen you a few lines for 
publication in the Star. 

I have long since made myself ac- 
Auainted with the Saints of the various 
Branches comprising the Liverpool 
Conference, indeed I have known some 
of them from my earliest recollections, 
and as a general thing I find them a 
good, kind-hearted 3 and al- 
though they have to do battle with the 
world and poverty in order to obtain 
a subsistence, a willingness to sustain 
the cause of truth by imparting of their 
mite is always manifest. 

On first visiting the Preston Branch 
— reflections of the past were 
vividly brought to my mind, for it 
will be remembered that in this town 
the “_ was first preached in Eng- 
land. ston is also my birth - place, 
and there my younger days were spent. 
On n witnessing the destitution 
that exists, and the ignorance that 
prevails among its inhabitants with 

: to the saving principles of life, 

I could in the earnestness of my heart 
thank God for deliverance in my 
youth; and although my earliest prac- 
tical experience in the Church might 
be: considered by some to be rather 
hard——having been one of the last 
hand-cart company of 1856—yet the 
everlasting and tangible blessings that 
I have received and acquired Een a 

residence in Utah, more than oompen- 
sate me for the hardships I then en- 

-dured. The experience also taught 
me a most important lesson, one that 
all would do well to learn, namely, 
3 of putting trust in the 


Of late considerable anxiety bas ex- 
-isted among the Saints whom I visit 
regarding the affairs at home, and 
many have sought my mind respecting 


‘the results ; my unhesitating reply has 
take 


been that God rules, and he 


Lare of his Saints, for we trust in him. 


| 


During my fourteen years residence in 
Zion I have visited most of her settle- 
ments, and have had a chance to learn 
the character and motives of the peo- 
ple, and I am pleased to assure our 
rethren and sisters in these far-off 
lands that the faith of the Saints in 
Zion in God, and their confidence in 
the Holy Priesthood whom he has 
called to direct in his Church. upon 
the earth, is unflinching; and that the 
secret of their success, both temporallyx 
and spiritually, is that they have 
hearkened to the counsels of his ser- 
vants. 
I have great pleasure in my labors © 
among the Saints, because the love of 
the Gospel exists in their hearts, and 
wherever I go I am received as their 
‘best friend. I constantly urge upon 
them theimportance of economy, witha 
view of joining our friendsin the West. 
I sometimes think that few, compara- 
tively, of those even who may be . 
termed good Latter-day Saints, attach 
to the law of gathering the earnest- 
ness and attention which it demands. 
Some owing to their long stay in these 
lands appear almost disheartened and 
fear they will never gather ; to all such 
I recommend.a renewal of determin- 
ation manifested by doing all they 
possibly can to accomplish this desir- — 
able object and to then trust in God 
and their brethren for the rest. The 
Lord requires of us nothing that oan- 
not be performed, and to those who |. 
will prove him in this particular, allow- . 
ing their works to harmonize with their 
faith, I promise deliverance ; I enter- 
tain but very little hope for those, who | 
after depositing their savings in good 
faith towards their emigration, will 
for the slightest pretense withdraw 
them. To me this is tampering with a 
law of the Lerd, and is not at all be- 
coming in Saints who claim to have 
faith in God. My counsel to old and 
young who really desire to be number- 
ed witb their brethren in Zion is to do 
without unnecessay articles, both in 
dress and otherwise, and when they > 
make a deposit to do so realizing that 
it is an effort towards obeying a man- 
date of heaven directly applicable to 
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themselves, but if they wish to be good 


found always moving in a certain cir- 
cle, working in the midst of Babylon 
to enrich the Gentiles, let them make 
a deposit and then withdraw it, which 
practice if continued will bring to them 


their utmost 
When I heard of my appointment to 


- come to England to preach the Gospel 


I rather suspected that a mistake had 
been made by somebody, because of my 
seeming unfitness, but knowing in this 
as well as things of a similar character 
it requires a willingness and faith in 
God, I cheerfully responded ; and as 
my experience as a minister of the 
Gospel increases, the more I am con- 


hearted Latter-day Saints, 
hope at least to be of some use in help- 


ing to make better men of good men, 


and good men of sinners. Our mem- 


bers are slowly but constantly increas- 


ing through baptism. 
November last Elder George W. 
Thatcher and I visited the Dublin and 
Belfast Branches which are a portion 
of this Conference. We found the 
Saints their full of the spirit of their 
religion, and they seemed to fully 


appreciate our endeavors to bless them. 


ray for the gathering of Israel,— 
the Lord’s poor,—and the onward pro- 
gress of the Kingdom of God upon the 
earth, the banishment of wickedness 


vinced of the grave error the world and ungodly poverty and the ushering 
generally has fallen into, that educa - in of a more glorious reign. _ | 
ted men only can perform God's work. Your brother in the Gospel, 
I feel encouraged in laboring among Tuomas Dogson. 
NOT FOR US. 


In answer to the question which has 
propounded to us as to what the 
Junction to say about a new Judi- 
cial District for Northern Utah, with 
alternate sittings of the Court at Ogden 
and Corinne, we say, emphatically, not 
for us. 
In the first place we are thoroughly 
disgusted with judges who usurp legi- 
slative powers, who create and foster 
litigation, who break over-ride 
laws instead of supporting and admi- 
nistering them, who prosecute as well 
as rule, who pack juries, prevent na- 
turalization, encourage vice, disturb 
commerce, hinder progress and de- 
velopment, and involve themselves 


and their hangers-on in a general 
muddle and mutual loss, and think 
that Salt Lake is. quite as near as we 
could patiently endure them. | 

In the second place we are fally 


persuaded that the Probate Courts, 


which are the proper tribunals, ac- 
cording to the statutes, for the trial of 
all ordinary causes and offences, are 
fully competent to attend to the judi- 
cial business of the different counties 


in Northern Utah, and that they will 
shortly be re-invested with the powers 


which. legally belong to them, and of 
which they have been tempararily, 


N. and unlawfully deprived.— 


MINUTES OF A SURPRISE MEETING, 
BY ©O-OPERATION OF "THE FEMALE RELIEF SOCIETIES AND RETRENCHMENT 
ASSOCIATIONS, IN CELEBRATION OF THE 69TH BIRTHDAY OF ZION’S POBTESS, 


MISS k. R. SNOW, AT THE 14TH WARD ASSEMBLY ROOMS, JAN. 22, 1872. 


Sharp, of Salt Lake City, A. O. Smoot, 
; A. K. Tharber, of pani 


Present as invited guests — Presi- 
dent Geo. A. Smith; Elders Orson 
Pratt, John Taylor, Wilford Woodruff, 
O. O. Rich, Lorenzo Snow, Geo. Q. 
Cannon, B. Young, jun., of the Quo- 


rum of the Twelve; Bishops John 


of Provo, A hard 
Fork, with several other gentlemen, 


including the lady hostesses, the num- 


ber amounting to about one hd 
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On motion of Mrs. S. M. Kimball, 
Mrs. J. M. Horne was elected Presi- 
dent of the meeting, and on motion of 
President Mrs. Horne, Mrs. G. A. 
Alder was elected Secretary. | 

President Mrs. Horne stated the ob- 
jeet of the meeting, and remarked 
that as the anniversary of the birthday 
came on Sunday, the 21st, the surprise 

was deferred until this day, Monday. 

Singing, 

We thank thee, O God, for a Prophet” 
Prof. Careless and his choir, con- 
gisting of the talented Mrs. Careless 
and others. 
| an by Bishop Sharp. 
ng, 
. O,:my Father,” &c. 
. M. Kimball then read the 


following | 
ADDRESS. 
Our Own BEtovepo ELIZA— 

We thus emphatically claim you, 
because you have so unreservedly given 
yourself for the public weal. 

This; the anniversary of your birth- 
day, we feel to be a befitting occasion 
to turn the tables and make you the 
of our blessing. 

Tour life has been rich with inci- 
dents and experiences that cannot be 
written outside the tablets of the hu- 
man heart. It is, in the result 
of these experiences that makes you 
or the sick you carry a balm, for 
the sorrowful comfort, and for the 
way ward reproof. 
Through the influence of your pen, 
* in this and other lands revere 
and bless your honored name. 
Let works of love and friendship still, 
Your mind and time employ ; 

Teach woman her true mission, ti 
She’ll not her gifts destroy. 

And when the blessed reign of peace, 
Shall fully have come in; 

‘You will have earned a radiant wreath, 
In helping conquer sin. 

E’en now the rays begin — shine 

And the rich dewa of purer climes 
Seem settling on you now. 

The faith and peace that with dwell, 
Bears fruits of love and joy 

Of these it seems your call to tell, 
And thus your time employ. 

Through prophetic influence you 
have conferred blessings without stint. 
Lot blessings return multiplied. 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


j 


As a helpmeet, or suitable, you have 
honored every plank, and stood firmly 
on the platform of your martyred hus- 
band. We feel that we are revering 
his memory in our feeble endeavor to 
smooth your pathway. 

We now beg you to accept this tri- 
bute, with the assurance that did it 
reach many times its present propor- 
tions, we should still feel ourselves 
your debtor. | 

Mrs. Howard, of Cottonwood, pre- 
sented Miss Snow with the birthday 
cake, which was magnificently decor- 
ated, having an eletation in the centre, 
with a pivot, on which was perched a 
beautiful white dove. | 

Miss Snow arose and received the 
cake, after which she made the follow- 
ing remarks : 

ad I the language of angels, and 
were my tongue as the pen of a ready 
writer, it would be utterly impossible 
for me to express my feelings on this 
occasion. 

This is a surprise to me—I had not 
received a hint of this until I was in- 
troduced to this grand assemblage as 
its honored guest. To think that I am 
receiving so many honors from the 
purest, the noblest, and the best who 
dwell upon the earth, I feel my own 
unworthiness, and I ask myself the 
question, What am I, that I should 
be thus honored ?” 

It is in vain for me to attempt to ex- 
press my feelings, and I leave the sub- 
ject to your own reflections. _ 

. I thank you, my sisters, and you 
my brethren, for your presence. As 
far as it is in my power to bless, my 
heart is full of Fats for you. In 
the name of Jesus, I ask God to bless 


‘| you all. 


Singing. 
Mrs. H. T. King then read the fol- 


lowing 


POEM. 


Welcome! welcome, sister dear— 
You are Presidentess here. | 
Yes, our Priestess, sister, friend, 3 
To thee our _— freely bend ; | 
And thus each heart, within each hand, 
In one and all to thee expand ; 

Yes, thou hast earned thy sister’s love, 
And time our faithfulness shall prove. 
On the Tribune take thy seat, 

Upon this festive evening treat ; 

The fealty of our love we bring— 

Accept the humble seng we sing. 
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Laureate of the latter days, 
Thou hast won the Poet’s bays. 

Not the empty sound of song, 

The poetaster of the throng; 
But th and Principles adduced, 

In all thy Lyre has produced. __ 
Thine are songs that will be sung 

In the pure seraphic tongue ! 
‘Thine are songs that ne’er will change 
Through eternity’s broad range ; 

And the golden s shall teem 
With Eliza’s glorious theme. 
„Ohl my Father — and again 

My heart is fixed !” immortal strain ! 
Hadst theu ne’er pen’d another line, 
These would have stamp'd thy muse sublime. 


Long, noble lady, may you live, 

Thy words of wisdom still to give ; 

Long may thy presence greet us here, 
Upon the morning of the year. : 
Long mayest thou raise thy earnest voice, 
To bid thy sisters’ hearts rejoice, 

Then like the glorious sun decline, 

To rise in an immortal clime. 


S. L. City, Jan. 11, 1872. 


An address in behalf of the young 
ladies by Miss S. E. Russell, was read 
‘THE YOUNG LADIES’ ADDRESS TO SISTER 
E. R. SNOW. 

Sister Eliza R. Snow. 

Beloved Lady: We, your young 
sisters, desife to address you on this 
festive occasion, in concert with the 
elder ladies, to present to you our 
affectionate congratulations on the re- 
turn of your birthday, and we pray 
that health, strength, and long life, 
with all their attendant enjoyments, 
may be your blessed portion. | 


HANNAH T. KING. | 


We rejoice that we have the happy 


privilege of helping to swell the pres- 


ent assembly of yoursisters and friends 
and we desire to express at this time 
upon us in our retrenchment labors, 


ward and continue in the same. 
Continue, dear lady, to give us your 


| faith and prayers for our progression 


in all things that shall assist to make 
us good and noble women, that we 
may be a blessing in whatever situa- 
tion we may be placed. 


lations dear sister Snow, and our _ 


gence to your young sisters. 
And unitedly we fervently pray, 
God bless you. 1 
An anthem was sung, 
Sing Praises.” 
On invitation of Prest. Mrs. Horne, 


ren addressed the company. 


ist. | 
ong, by J. D. T. McAllister, Esq., 
What we live for.“ 

Prest. Mrs. Horne adjourned the 


meeting to the dinner tables. 


the Doxology 


Dismissed with prayer by Elder 


Geo. Q. Cannon. Deseret News. 


é 


UTAH 


NEWS. 


The following are from the Deseret News to Jan. 25— 


The Deseret Telegraph line through Rich County was again in working order, 
after having been down more than a month from severe storms. The weather 


-in Bear Lake Valley was very severe. 


The people from Ellan Vannin, as the Isle of Man is called in the Manks 


age, their descendants and their relatives by marriage, had a social party 


on the 16th January, in the 7th Ward Assembly ie 
C. W. Baker, the principal witness in the Dr. Robinson murder case, (on 


ms, Salt Lake City. 


whose testimony mainly Messrs. B. Y. Hampton, J. L. Blythe and James Toms 


are held in custody accused of complicity in the murder) had been arrested, 
examined before Justice Clinton and committed 


of the grand jury. He is charged with having committed perjury in his testi- 
mony at the preliminary examination of the accused before Judge McKean. 


~ 


the rich appreciation we have of the 
commendations you have bestowed > 


and the desire we have to press for- 


Again we say, accept our congratu- 


titude for all your kindness and indul- 


Prest. Geo. A Smith and other breth-. 
Music by Mr. Chas. Burton, organ- | 


After dinner all arose from the tab- 
les and united with the choir in singing 


to prison to await the action 


— > - 
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